PARISH VESTRIES ACT, IRELAND. 



COPY of a Circular Letter addressed by the Irish Government to the 
Parochial Authorities in Ireland, explanatory of the Powers given to Vestries 
by the Act 7 Geo. IV. c. 72. 



(Circular.) 

TO THE SEVERAL INCUMBENTS OF PARISHES THROUGHOUT IRELAND. 



SIRj Dublin Castle, March 1827. 

IT being directed by the 7th Geo. IV. c. 72, s. 1 1, that such requisites for divine . 
service in the parish church shall be provided by Vestry as are required by any 
rubric or canon in force in England or Ireland, I think it may be desirable, in 
addition to the specification of such articles already made in the Abstract of the 
Act, which I have transmitted to you, to refer you to the several rubrics and 
canons which direct the provision of each such requisite. 

They are as follows : 

The rubric at the end of the Offertory requires that a decent basin be provided 
for collection of alms. 

The rubric at the end of the Communion Service, the 95th Irish canon, requires 
that white bread and wine sufficient for the Communion should be provided. 

The 70th English canon and the 46th Irish canon require that there be provided 
a parchment book for christenings, marriages and burials, and a chest in which 
to keep the same. 

The 93d Irish and 85th English canon provide that the windows and pavements of 
the church be kept in repair, and the churchyard sufficiently fenced and main- 
tained. 

The 94th Irish canon requires that there should be furnished as follows : viz. 
two books of Common Prayer, one for the minister and the other for the clerk; 
the Bible ; there shall also be provided a fit seat for the minister to read service in, 
a comely and decent pulpit, a font of stone for the ministration of baptism, to- 
gether with a fair table and a cup of silver for the celebration of the Holy Commu- 
nion, which table shall also stand covered in lime of divine service with a carpet of 
silk or other decent stuff, and with a fair linen cloth at the time of the ministration. 
This agrees with the 80th, 81st, 82d and 83d English canon. 

The 96th Irish and 84th English canon require that a chest for alms should be 
provided. 

The 58th English canon requires that a decent surplice shall be provided. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(signed) Henry Goulburn. 

Dublin Castle, 9th May 1829. 

W. Gregory, Esq. 

255. A 
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ABSTRACT OF CHURCH RATES, &c. 7 Geo. IV. c. 72. 



AN Act was passed in the last Session of Parliament (7 Geo. 4, c. 72,) “ to 
“ consolidate and amend the Laws which regulate the levy and application of 
“ Church Rates and Parish Cesses, and the election of Churchwardens, and the 
“ maintenance of Parish Clerks, in Ireland;”— which requires the particular 
attention of the Minister and Churchwardens in every Parish in Ireland. 

All former Acts on those subjects are repealed from and after 1st January 
1827, when the operation of this new Act is to commence. 



Regulations with respect to the Election of Chuuchwakbens. 

The election of Churchwardens is to take place on the Monday or Tuesday in 
Easter week, at a Vestry to be called for that purpose. An entry of such election 
shall be made in the vestry book, and signed by the minister and inhabitants ; on 
which the party elected shall be compellable to serve, in person or by deputy, 
(except in cases after-mentioned.) 

Roman Catholics shall not be compellable to serve. 

Dissenting preachers are actually exempted and incapacitated from being chosen, 
or serving. 

In case of death, &c. of Churchwarden, a successor may be elected, at a Vestry 
legally called. 

Any person elected Churchwarden may execute the office by deputy, for whom he 
is to be answerable as to the collection and disposition of parish rates. 

The Churchwarden (or Deputy) shall take the oath of office prescribed by the 
Act, and shall lullil all duties by law required. 

The oath required is, — “I do swear, that I will truly, impartially and faithfully 
“ execute the office of Churchwarden or Chapelwarden \or, Deputy Churchwarden 
“ or Chapelwarden] within the parish [union or chapelry] of 
“ in respect of the Parochial Rates and Assessments, and the collection and 

management of the same, and the other property and monies of the said parisli 
“ [union or chapelry ] So help me GOD.” 

No person shall be appointed to be Churchwarden for two successive years, if 
any other qualified person can be found. 

Inhabitants of parishes contributing to repairs of church may be elected 
Churchwardens. 

Regulations as to summoning Vestries, and voting at them. 

At Vestry called and holden for building, repairing, &c. of the church, providing 
things requisite for divine service, election of churchwardens, settling the salary 
of the parish clerk or sexton, or making rates for those purposes, or for letting 
or disposing of the parish estates, no other matters shall be proceeded on ; and 
Catholics shall not be capable of voting. 

At ail other Vestries, all parishioners, of whatever religion, may vote. 

Inhabitants of all parishes contributing to the repairs of the church (if otherwise 
qualified) may vote at Vestries. 

No Vestry, for any purpose (except for applotting grand jury assessments,) 
shall be holden until alter seven days notice, published in the church during divine 
seri'ice, and a copy affixed on the church door, and on the door of one Presbyterian 
meeting-house (it any in the parish.) Notice of Vestries, at which Roman Catholics 
may vote, shall also be affixed on door of Roman Catholic chapel. 

Where there is not any parish church fit for the celebration of divine service, 
notice of Vestry shall be posted in the market town wherein or nearest to which 
Vestry shall be held. 

The Incumbent or Curate (or Minister acting as such) shall, if present, be 
chairman of the Vestry. In his absence Vestry may appoint a chairman (being a 
person entitletl to vote.) Chairman shall have an additional casting vote. Minutes 

of 
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of proceedings shall be entered in vestry book, and signed by Minister or Church- 
warden and Inhabitants. Vestry book and all other parish documents (except as 
to tithe composition) shall be kept by Incumbent, or as he shall direct. 

Regulations as to making and Applotting Assessments and Appealing. 

Assessments by Vestries exclusively Protestant may be legally made for the 
following purposes : 

Building, rebuilding, enlar^ng or repairing the parish church. 

Providing requisites for divine service in the parish church, as required by any 
rubric or ctnon in force in England or Ireland. Among requisites for diyme 
service, may be enumerated the necessary church furniture, viz. pulpit, reading- 
desk, font for baptism, Communion table, bell and jope, chest for dms, table 
of the Ten Commandments, and of degrees, cover and linen cloth, tor the 
Communion table ; vessels for the celebration of the Communion ; Bible and books 
of Common Prayer for the minister and clerk, book of homilies, register book ; 
surplice for the minister ; sacramental elements. 

Election of Churchwardens. 

Settling salary of parish clerk or sexton. 

Making rates for defraying the foregoing expenses. 

Letting or disposing of the income of any estate held in trust for the parish. 
Assessments for all other purposes are to be made at Vestries, at which all 
qualified inhabitants, of whatever religion, may attend. 

At no Vestry whatever can any assessment be made for general incidents, or for 
contingencies, or for any purpose not directly specified. Assessments may be 
made for coffins for the poor, on certificates of six inhabitante. 

All assessments for any matters whatever shall be made m Easter week, or on 
failure thereof, at such time as shall be appointed by the Bishop, Assessments for 
repairs of churches, or providing requisites for divine service, may also be made at 

other times. , • a- i 

No appeal against assessment shall be brought in any ecclesiastical court. 

Vestries shall appoint Churchwardens, (or one of them, with any other person, 
or any two persons not Churchwardens) to applet assessments ; of which Church- 
wardens shall (within three days) post notice on the church door, &c, 

Any inhabitant liable to payment of parish cess, may within fourteen days (atter 
such three days) appeal against the assessment to the Quarter Sessions, giving 
written notice to the Minister or Churchwardens and three householders. 

Within fifteen days after time for appeal (or determination of appeal li brought) 
applotters shall proceed to applot assessment, and shall deliver applotment to the 
Minister or Churchwarden (not being an applotter), who shall call a Vestry within 
ten days * at which, applotment may be amended and shall be confirmed ; and shall 
be signed and certified by the Minister (or other chairman of vestry), and transcripts 
thereof made for the Churchwardens. . rv * 

Appeal against applotment may (within ten days) be made to the Quarter 
Sessions, on written notice, by any party aggrieved. . a 

Such appeals shall be delivered to a Justice of Peace, and to the Minuter or 
Churchwardens, the party appealing entering into recognizances if required. Quarter 
Sessions on hearing appeal may strike out or correct any item complained ot m the 
assessment, and correct the applotment. a t j ^ 

No rate shall be altered on appeal for any excess of assessment, it it does not 
exceed one farthing per acre. 
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Regulations for Recovery of Rates. 

After expiration of time for appeal against applotment (or three days aftM de- 19. 
termination of appeal) Churchwardens shall proceed in collecting the rates. Kates 20. 

not exceeding 20/. may be recovered by civil bill, or by order of two Justices ; and 2j. 

by distress, on failure of payment within eight days after such order. 

Demand against public officers of corporations sufficient. Rates may be re- 22. 
covered by action at law. Occupiers of land deemed inhabitants. 

No suit for rates shall be brought in any ecclesiastical court. 12. 

No rates recoverable after six years. 55 - 

A 2 Regulations 
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Regulations for compelling the making of Rates for Repairs of 
Chouches, &c. 

§ 23. Wheneveu any church or chapel is in want of repairs, or of things requisite for 
divine service, the Archbishop or Bishop (or in his absence, the Yicar General) shall 
cause an estimate of the amount to be made, and shall certify the same, and issue 
a monition to the Churchwardens to call a Vestry for making a rate for such pur- 
poses. ^ 

24 - Churchwardens shall call Vestrv accordingly. 

25. On failure of Vestry making a rate, Churchwardens shall make one, which shall be 
equally valid. 

26. Churchwardens shall, within fifteen daj-s, after making assessment (or determina- 

27. tion of any appeal against it) make an applotment, and deliver it to the Minister, 

28. who shall call a Vestry to consider the applotment, which shall be liable to confirma- 

tion and appeal. If not confirmed by Vestry, Churchwardens may confirm it. After 
confirmation, appeal against it may be made to Quarter Sessions, by any inhabitant 
chargeable within ten days. ’ 

29. All regulations as to other applotments shall apply to those made by Church- 

wardens. *' 



Regulations as to Chuhciiwardenb Accounts. 

50. Churchwardens shall, at Vestry held for choice of their successors, deliver ac- 
31. counts on oath, of their receipts and payments. Such accounts shall be considered 
at a Vestry to be holden after twenty and within thirty days, (or at the Vestry held for 
the applotment of the Easter assessment.) 

32 - All applotments shall be evidence to charge the Churchwardens. 

33. Credit shall not be allowed for any sum not included in Churchwardens account 
or not distrained by authority of Vestry, or Act of Parliament. Accounts shall be 
open to inspection of all inhabitants. 

34. On refusal to account, Churchwardens shall be charged with all sums an- 

plotted, &c. ^ 

35. Churchwardens may appeal against any act of Vestry, as to their accounts, to the 
Quarter Sessions, who may ascertain the balance due. 

36. Balance due from Churchwardens may be recovered by their successors, by action 

in the superior courts, or if under 50/. by civil bill, ^ ’ 

37. Balances or costs due to the Churchwardens shall be a charge on the parish 

38. and applotted on inhabitants. o u > 

39. Churchwarden not receiving his balance, &c. may apply to Chancery by pe- 
tition, and that court may make order for assessment, and enforce it by attach- 



General Regulations. 

40. All assessments, applotments, and orders of Vestry not appealed from and all 
determinations on appeals declared final; order of Justices not removeable bv 
certiorari. 

41. Costs of appeal may be levied on appellants by distress, under warrant of ses- 
sions, or recovered by action or civil bill. 

42. Where any Church has been made cathedral and parochial, and no permanent 
^reement exists as to proportion of repairs payable by the dignitaries and parish- 

43.. loners, such proportion shall be settled by the Archbishop or Bishop, on an estimate. 

43. The sums payable by parishioners shall be assessed, and the share of the digni- 

taries shall be a charge on the economy fund, or on the rent, See. of the dignities 
which may be sequestered for non-payment. ® 

For 
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For providing for the payment of Parish Clerks, assessments of certain sums § 5<>- 
shall be made on the Monday or Tuesday in Easter week ; or on failure thereof, 
certain less sums shall be chargeable on the parish, and paid before 1st June 
yearly. 

Overseers, under Act 1 1 & 12 Geo. 3, c. 15, as to deserted children, may be 
elected at any Vestry held under this Act. 

Penalty on Minister, Churchwardens, &c. omitting performance of any duty under 52- 
this Act, 20/. 

Notices, assessments, &c. not voidable for defect of form. 

Notice and limitation of actions against Ministers, Churchwardens, &c. for matters 54- 
done under this Act. 



The foregoing is a general Abstract of the provisions of this important Act ; but 
it is recommended to Ministers and Churchwardens to provide themselves with the 
Act, as printed by the King’s printer. 
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